110 INNOVATIONS AND FOREIGN INFLUENCES

the Pharisees hold that the souls of all the dead will return to
earth in another body. That is to say, that the soul is the
permanent element in man, which survives bodily death, and
which will some day form the centre and reason for the recon-
stitution of the personality which will therefore still be the same,
though clothed in other flesh. But the wicked souls will
remain imprisoned in Gehenna. Josephus adds1 that the
Sadducees do not share these beliefs, denying both the survival
of souls and the retribution which they will undergo in the
next life. They hold that the soul comes to an end with the
body.2

The same authority states 3 that it is the Essenes who have
given this doctrine (at once Greek and Persian in tendency) its
clearest and most complete form. The soul is immortal (rag
6s ipv^aq aOavdrovQ asi), and had its pre-existence in the most
tenuous region of the ether (ex rov Asjcrordrov (potrcoaag
aid egos). The souls are united with the flesh by the power of
sensual love, and are there held imprisoned; but as soon as
they are freed from the fetters of desire they joyfully take flight
back to the heights of heaven. When the doctrine reaches this
stage of development, the soul does really become the important
and permanent element in man, and its destiny alone is of
importance. Though, as I have said, this idea was not fundamen-
tally Jewish, it was nevertheless one which the Jews could
accept without hesitation.

The fact that man was made in the image of God (Gen. i.
26-7 ; ix. 6) gave him a great advantage ; and the Creation
stories suggest that the redactors are careful to emphasize the
unique dignity conferred on man by this signal privilege. It
raises him so far above all other creatures that God is forced
to acknowledge that the animal kingdom cannot provide Adam
with a help meet for him (Gen. ii. 20). That is why Eve
is created from Adam's own body (Gen. ii. 21 ff.). No one
doubts that man is superior to God's other creatures, or that
the world was made for his use 4; but it is not easy to find a
satisfactory interpretation of man's likeness to God.

According to Wisdom ii. 23, " God created man to be immortal,

1  Jos., B.J., loc. cit.

2 Jos., Ant., xviii, 1, 4.    New Testament references to the Sadducees
give the same impression of their views.    Cf. Mark xii. 18 ;  Matt. xxii.
23;   Luke xx. 27 ;   Acts xxiii. 8.

3 Jos., B.J., ii, 8, 11.

4 Wisdom ix. 1 jjjf. : " Thou who hast made all things with thy word, and
ordained man through thy wisdom, that he should have dominion over the
creatures which thou hast made."    C/. x. 12 ;  Ecclus. xvii. 2 :  t; He . . .
gave him power over the things that are in the earth."